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Mission Statement

The Commercial Fisheries Center of Rhode Island is the home for the Ocean State's commercial fishing
community. The center was founded to preserve commercial fishing as a profession, culture, and way of life
through promoting the sustainability of the resource. Achieving true sustainability in our fisheries is a difficult
and complicated feat. But CFCRI believes in cultivating an environment of open communication and
encouraging the sharing of knowledge about our ocean and it's resources. In the pursuit of sustainable seas, our
approach is innovative, our lens is optimistic, and our goals are ambitious.

Our members believe in commercial fishing as a profession, a culture and a way of life. We seek to preserve the
sanctity of our community, the solvency of our small business and the sustainability of the fishery resource. The
Commercial Fisheries Center of Rhode Island is our headquarters to bring fishermen, scientists, managers, and
elected officials together in a collaborative effort to improve our fisheries and our understanding of the marine
environment so that the proud heritage of our industry continues nobly through future generations.

C—— Message from our President ;s

Hello fellow members of the Commercial Fisheries Center and good followers of the Fisherman’s Call. This
was my customary opening line in short articles that I would write, Dan Orchard would thoroughly edit, and
cobble together for our monthly Newsletter. At the time the Center was in its infancy. We were but a
collection of hopes and dreams for what we would some day become. We had no road map but we knew for
sure that if we stuck together and stuck it out, we would, somehow get there.

The old structure that we were gifted was in dire need of rehabilitation. It had been neglected for decades, so
armed with little more than dreams, visions, buckets, brushes, and donated paints, we set out to bring to life,
once again, a building that represented the educational process in its previous life and might someday again.
When it rained outside, it rained almost as hard inside and when the wind blew there was little debate as to
which direction it came from. In our endeavor, beyond all structural and aesthetic modifications, came the
unification of an ages old and diverse collection of previously independent harvesters. We were all gear types
and vessels under one single leaky roof. Although all of our travels were hard, we shared a respect for the
Ocean, our common way of life, each other’s right to a place in which to flourish and mostly, each other.
Gone at last were the divisive ways of a disparate past. We focused on that which was common among use
and left the rest behind.

If we are to learn from our past, if we are to honor the obligation fulfilled by those who came before us along



this path, it is essential to understand the greatness of sacrifices of those who set our efforts into play. The
glue that binds this diverse little center is not found on a shelf. The binding influences that gave rise to our
unification found its way back ashore from foreign beaches in late 1945. It was forever instilled in the hearts
and souls of local men who dreamed of a good life should they survive WWII. They dream of a life, better
than before. They wanted more from fishing than it had ever offered when they answered the call to duty.
They wanted a stable business upon which to raise families that were now on the way. Subsistence hunters and
gatherers no more. And as they had done in order to once calm the world they called upon their unity to take
them places that no fisherman had dared dream of, until now. They understood, like no other generation, that
if they stood together there was little that they could not do.

The Commercial Fisheries Center of RI was formed out of the influences that the leaders of the Pt Judith
Fisherman’s Co-op bestowed upon us all through example. We are, to this day, still compelled by their post-
war euphoria of all that is possible in the realm of cooperation. From within their dreams grow our own.
These men of purpose, determination, and vision compel us to this day to honor their efforts through our
own. The names, Westcott, Champlin, Whaley, Loftes, Thompson, Lewis, Macauley, Follett, and more grew a
harbor, industry, and established a legacy of service to a greater cause than their own that is with us to this
day. They provided welfare to the damaged, scholarships for our children, insurance, supplies, ice, fuel, and
leveraged our collective marketing power like never before. All of the while offloading a million pounds of
fish a week with wooden hand trucks, 100-to-125-pound wooden boxes, and hand crank calculators. Boats
were paid promptly, weekly debts settled, and the industry prospered. At one point we were the most
successful co-operative in the Nation. Banks were now within our reach as loans for fishing vessels in RI were
nonexistent prior to the Pt Judith Fisherman’s Co-op. Their dreams were realized. An industry was born after
a World War, and a long battle for legitimacy at home.

In both cases they realized early on that if they stuck together, they would be all right. Their chosen weapon in
each case was unity.

The Co-op was a casualty of 1994 as stocks plummeted in coincidence with our decision to build a colossal
fish plant. There was no way to successfully manage the scarcity of fish. In addition, society had changed, and
the call to band together became more and more faint. Individual wealth became a driver of decisions that
was once served collective success. The “Me generation” decided it would no longer settle for collective success
but chose the big house over the once happy street. Societal values undid all of the things hard learned in
WWII, and in doing so, our industry had lost its North Star.

We have chosen to repurpose our unity with a focus on needs, frequently other than our own. In the passage
of time, we have come to realize that the fishing industry is strongest when it blurs the lines between ourselves
and the rest of society. The support and approval that we garner are powerful beyond what we generate alone.
Their issues are now ours. The adversaries of clean water, habitat preservation, and healthy whale populations,
are strangely and often those who serve us in government. In order to succeed we must recognize all those
who love the water, all of its majesty, share what we can and preserve what we must in order to survive. Once
we were soldiers, then for a while we fished, and now in a complicated world we must build bridges. So here at
the Fisheries Center we will commence to build them, fine and lasting social structures, and we will go forth
upon them, proudly, together, wherever they take us.

- Chris Brown

President of the Commercial Fisheries Center of RI



easeeeeeeee—— CFCRI Project Updates

Seas to Schools Updates
We had another successful Seas to School taste
testing, this time at Woonsocket High School.
This time, the sliders were turned into Monkfish
Tostadas, with slaw and sour cream. We can’t wait
for the school year to start back up in fall to
continue this project and get even more feedback!
If you’d like to learn more about the project or o
revisit the previous updates, please visit our

website or check out our previous newsletters.

Seafood Donation Update
The Seafood Donation program has done great in the last two months, with use being able to donate 21,331
pounds in May and 18,373 pounds in June. This brings out total for the year up to 104,414 pounds for 2025
alone. We are also coming up to the end our fifth year of doing this project so we are so excited to look back
at our full progress come August! Please check back, and remember to check out our Instagram for new
photos and more progress updates.
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Commercial Fisheries Apprenticeship Program
As we come to the end of June, we also come to the end of this year’s Commercial Fishermen Apprenticeship

Program. We want to congratulate all 12 of our graduates. Remember: if you did not get accepted this year or
did not have a chance to apply, applications will return next year, in February, 2026! If you want to check out
what we did this year, please check out some photos below and on our social medias.



https://www.cfcri.org/sea-to-schools.html
https://www.cfcri.org/sea-to-schools.html
https://www.cfcri.org/newsletters.html
https://www.instagram.com/cfcrhodeisland/

eassssseeeeessss \Wind Farm Updates I

Revolution Compensation Update

The Revolution Compensation Application is now available; however, the application is due by June 30, 2025.
Although this date is immediate, it is currently being discussed to extend the application period further. Please
keep checking the application website to stay up to date.

Boulder Relocation: Finding Common Ground

CFCRI, in conjunction with the Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation (CFRF) and Rhode Island Sea
Grant, hosted a panel on April 28th to discuss the questions individuals from across the industry have
regarding boulder movement during the construction period of wind farms in the region. The panel was
divided into two sections, with part one discussing the impacts of boulder movement on the commercial
fishing industry and providing recommendations. This panel consisted of Merlin Jackson from the Thanet
Fishermen Association, Raymond Hall, the Industry Advisor for the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation, and
Fred Mattera, with the panel being moderated by Shaye Rooney. Part two of the panel welcomed members
of the scientific and regulatory community to discuss current actions. This including Brian Hooker, the
Biology Section Chief for the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Hollie Emery, the Offshore Project
Review Specialist for the Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management, Ed LeBlanc, the Head of
Marine Affairs from Orsted, and John Mansolillo, the Northeast Marine Affairs Manager from Orsted, with
the panel being moderated by Hannah Verkamp, Senior Research Associate from CFRF. Additionally, in
the afternoon, a private discussion was held to identify areas of research and potential actions that industry
members believe need to take place. This panel is just the beginning of a larger discussion taking over the
course of the next few years as the region learns how to coexist with further industrialization of the ocean,
and if you would like to keep you up to date on CFCRI's further involvement with boulder relocation or
anything else in a similar vein, please sign up for our list-serve.

Additionally, at this time, CFCRI is seeking six to eight mobile gear and two fixed gear fishermen from
Rhode Island and Massachusetts to serve on a working group to examine initial cable routes, identify specific
boulders in towable bottom areas for removal, and, if necessary, remove and relocate boulders to new
habitats. Stipends will be offered to all members of the working group; however, the amount payable for
these stipends is currently unknown. If you are interested in joining, please contact Fred Mattera at (401)
741-4178 or via email at fredmattera(@cfcri.org.

easssssssseeeessss Additional Updates I

Congressional Fisheries Advocacy Training

The Environmental Defense Fund’s (EDF) U.S. Fisheries & Oceans team is hosting a Congressional
Advocacy Training for fishermen and industry members from September 9" through 10" in Washington
D.C., though individuals are asked to arrive on September 8", as the program starts the morning of the 9.
The goal of the training is to increase confidence of fishery and community leaders in their ability to
participate in the decision-making process through message development, public speaking, storytelling for
impact, conducting effective advocacy meetings and building and maintaining relationships with
policymakers. The group also hopes to bring in folks that have less experience with congressional advocacy
but are interested in getting more involved, or those who have some experience but have never had formal
training. All travel expenses for this training are covered by EDF. If you are interested in attending or have
more questions, please reach out to Allison Shields at (508) 733-7474 or via email at ashields@EDF.org.



mailto:fredmattera@cfcri.org
https://revwindfisheriescomp.com/
mailto:ashields@EDF.org

Experiencing Coastal Climate Hazards? Tell us your story.

The 3CRS project team consists of scientists and Q\BLAND 3pp

community engagement specialists who are
studying flood and heat risks to coastal
communities both today and in the future. We are
working directly with individuals in the Port of
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Galilee to understand what information and tools
are needed to better prepare and respond to these
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and related risks. Do you work, rely on, or recreate inthe Port of Galilee? Are you over the age of 18? We want
to hear about your experiences and priorities around weather events and your connection to the waterfront.
Scan the QR code to participate in a paid focus group or interview this month!

Rhode Island Offshore Ghost Gear Removal

The Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation (CFRF) is currently seeking two commercial fishing vessels
to conduct offshore removals of ghost gear. Vessel and survey preparations are scheduled to take place in
July, with the removals to be conducted between August and October of this year. The compensation, if
chosen, is a charter day rate of $4,200. Below is the complete list of responsibilities and requirements.
Applications are due July 10th, 2025. If you have any questions, please contact Susan Inglis, Senior Research
Associate at CFRF, at (401) 515-4892 or via email at singlis@cfrfoundation.org. For more information
about the project, visit the project’s website.

Responsibilities & Requirements:
« 2-3 removal survey trips in late summer-early fall 2025.
« Captains will attend a planning meeting in July-August 2025
« F/Vs will work with CFRF staff at-sea to remove ghost gear from selected locations.
o Up to 2 CFREF staff will be on-board vessels during trips
« F/Vs must have a hauler. Having a grapple is preferred, but one can be supplied.
« F/Vs must have deck space that can safely accommodate a minimum of 50 lobster traps.
« F/Vs must have a license to commercially fish in federal waters.

REMINDER: Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation’s License Plates

As a reminder to everyone, the Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation (CFRF) has Rhode Island
CFREF license plate are still available for pre-order, as it takes 600 orders per plate type for the order to be
completed. Each plate costs $42.50, with $20 going to CFRF. Andrew Lloyd Goodman, an Assistant
Professor at the Community College of Rhode Island, designed the plate, which includes eight species found
in Rhode Island waters. For more information about the plates, along with mail-in and online forms, are
available on CER E’s website.

National Future Fishermen Coalition

CFCRI would like to introduce everyone to the National Future Fishermen Coalition (NFFC). This
organization provides the resources, support, and connections that the new generation of fishermen needs to
succeed in the industry. NFFC is led by Ashford Rosenberg and Lisa Schmidt from the Gulf of America Reef
Fish Shareholders’ Alliance, Raymond Rowell and Aubrey Ellertson Church from Cape Cod Commercial
Fishermen’s Alliance, Emily Coffin from Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association, Natalie Sattler from Alaska
Longline Fishermen’s Association, Andrea Tomlinson and Bob Gill from New England Young Fishermen’s
Alliance, and our very own Shaye Rooney. The group’s goal is to bridge generational gaps, foster
sustainability in the industry, and ensure the new generation is able to lead the industry when the time comes.
If you would like to learn more about the group, please visit their website or follow them on social media!



https://www.cfrfoundation.org/license-plate
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerF4s7C-RztX1f97OMfojp-yKi9EeGuAQiSZT1RgOOxlqvEg/viewform
mailto:singlis@cfrfoundation.org
https://www.cfrfoundation.org/ghost-gear-biodiversity
https://www.3crs.org/
https://www.3crs.org/
https://nationalfuturefishermen.org/

New Intern Alert

CFCRI happily welcomes our new summer intern, Norah! Norah is a Marine
Affairs student at the University of Rhode Island with a passion for sustainable
fisheries, seafood systems, and marine policy. She has hands-on experience in the
fishing industry from commercial lobstering in Maine to working alongside
fishermen on Martha’s Vineyard, which has shaped her understanding of the
challenges and opportunities within the fishing sector.

CFCRI would also like to congratulate our previous intern, Corrine, on
graduating in May from URI with her bachelor’s degree in wildlife and

conservation biology.

easseeeess Additional INformation and News ————
Boaters frustrated with Coast Guard’s plan to remove buoys from RI waters |

WPRI

ACK for Whales leading a new wind farm lawsuit | The Inquirer and Mirror

Keeping a labor force in the pipeline | National Fishermen

NOAA using DNA to improve fisheries | Cranston Herald

Trump to allow commercial fishing in New England marine monument |

Reuters

What Deep Cuts to NOAA Mean for U.S. Fisheries | Civil Eats
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https://www.instagram.com/cfcrhodeisland/
https://www.facebook.com/CFCRI.org
mailto:fredmattera@cfcri.org
https://www.cfcri.org/
https://www.wpri.com/weather/ocean-bay-beach/boaters-frustrated-with-coast-guards-plan-to-remove-buoys-from-ri-waters/
https://www.ack.net/news/ack-for-whales-leading-a-new-wind-farm-lawsuit/article_f299bcbd-721b-40fa-a147-1e5d04f5bfd7.html
https://www.nationalfisherman.com/keeping-a-labor-force-in-the-pipeline
https://cranstononline.com/stories/noaa-using-dna-to-improve-fisheries,289423
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/trump-allow-commercial-fishing-new-england-marine-monument-2025-05-09/
https://civileats.com/2025/05/15/what-the-downsizing-of-noaa-means-for-u-s-fisheries/

