
The Commercial Fisheries Center of Rhode Island is the home for the Ocean State's commercial fishing
community. The center was founded to preserve commercial fishing as a profession, culture, and way of life

through promoting the sustainability of the resource. Achieving true sustainability in our fisheries is a difficult
and complicated feat. But CFCRI believes in cultivating an environment of open communication and

encouraging the sharing of knowledge about our ocean and it's resources. In the pursuit of sustainable seas, our
approach is innovative, our lens is optimistic, and our goals are ambitious. ​

Our members believe in commercial fishing as a profession, a culture and a way of life. We seek to preserve the
sanctity of our community, the solvency of our small business and the sustainability of the fishery resource. The
Commercial Fisheries Center of Rhode Island is our headquarters to bring fishermen, scientists, managers, and
elected officials together in a collaborative effort to improve our fisheries and our understanding of the marine

environment so that the proud heritage of our industry continues nobly through future generations.
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CFCRI Project Updates
Celebrating 5 Years of Seafood Donations

The seafood donation program has done wonderfully over
the past two months, providing approximately 17,798 pounds
in July and 17,337.9 pounds  in August. However, this is only
a small drop in the bucket, as the program has now wrapped
up its fifth year of helping feed communities around Rhode
Island. During those five years, we have been able to donate
approximately 758,900 pounds  of  seafood, which can be
roughly divided into 33 species. Through these donations, we
have been able to help 2,200 families per week on average and
contribute $810,000 to the Rhode Island seafood community.
Of course, none of this would be possible without the help of
our contributors, seafood industry partners, or community
partners, so we extend our gratitude to all who make this
possible. If  you would like to continue with the project, please
check out our newsletters and social media, and stay tuned
for September, when we plan to release an impact report
highlighting the last five years of this project.

*

*

*This number is only accurate to August 28th. To view the full end-of-month number, please check our social media on August 31, 2025.



Commercial Fisheries Center Wins Landmark Case Blocking Mandatory VMS Rule
The East Farm Commercial Fisheries Center (“EFCFC”), represented by Samuel P. Blatchley of Eckland &
Blando, LLP, has secured a decisive victory in its lawsuit against the Rhode Island Department of
Environmental Management (“RIDEM”) and the government officials responsible for enforcing its
regulations.
 

At issue was 250 RICR 90-00-5.5.8, the so-called 2024 VMS Rule, which sought to impose mandatory vessel
monitoring systems (VMS) on federally-licensed commercial lobster fishermen operating in Rhode Island.
 

Litigation History
The controversy began in 2023, when RIDEM first attempted to impose a VMS requirement (the 2023 VMS
Rule), claiming it was mandated by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) and the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). EFCFC sued, pointing out there was no NMFS regulation.
RIDEM ultimately withdrew the 2023 rule. Undeterred, RIDEM re-issued a revised version in 2024, dropping
references to NMFS but still claiming ASMFC required the regulation. EFCFC again sued, this time raising
multiple constitutional and statutory claims, including:
 

1.Preemption – that the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023, expressly forbids new lobster regulations
through 2028, barring RIDEM from enacting the rule.

2.Tenth Amendment – that ASMFC cannot compel Rhode Island to legislate, as this would constitute
unconstitutional “commandeering.”

3.Constitutional Violations – that the rule violated the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Amendments.
4.State Law Violations – that RIDEM violated the Rhode Island Administrative Procedures Act and

binding Executive Orders.
5.Section 1983 Liability – that individual government officials enforcing the rule were personally liable for

violating constitutional rights.
 

EFCFC quickly obtained a preliminary injunction, blocking enforcement of the rule based on the preemption
argument.
 

Court Rulings
RIDEM moved to dismiss the entire case, arguing among other things that it was not bound by executive
orders, not required to follow the Administrative Procedures Act, and that EFCFC could not sue state
officials. RIDEM even argued that, despite expressly citing “species protection” as a justification for the rule,
it was not actually attempting to protect endangered species.
 

EFCFC countered with a motion for summary judgment. On July 23, 2023, the Court heard both sides’
arguments. That same day, the Court:
 

Denied RIDEM’s motion to dismiss in full, and
Granted summary judgment for EFCFC, holding that the 2024 VMS Rule was preempted by federal law.

 

Impact and Next Steps
This decision caps 19 months of litigation in which RIDEM lost every motion and EFCFC prevailed at every
stage. The ruling protects federally-licensed commercial fishermen from what the Court recognized as
unnecessary and unlawful 24/7 government surveillance.
 

EFCFC will now seek recovery of its attorney’s fees. RIDEM retains the option to appeal to the Rhode
Island Supreme Court, but for now, commercial fishermen have won a significant victory safeguarding their
rights and livelihoods.



Boulder Relocation Working Group
CFCRI is still seeking six to eight mobile gear and two fixed gear fishermen from Rhode Island and
Massachusetts to serve on a working group to examine initial cable routes, identify specific boulders in
towable bottom areas for removal, and, if necessary, recommend locations for relocating boulders to new
habitats. Stipends will be offered to all members of the working group; however, the amount payable for
these stipends is currently unknown. If you are interested in joining, please contact Fred Mattera at (401)741
- 4178 or via email at fredmattera@cfcri.org.

Empire Wind 1 Compensation Updates
Empire Wind 1's compensation plan is currently open and will remain so until October 11th, 2025. The
application is open to any commercial and charter/for hire fishermen, along with any shoreside businesses
that have been economically impacted by the construction and operation occurring in the Empire Wind 1
lease area or export cable corridor. To be eligible for commercial fishing, individuals must have fished for
three years between 2020 and 2024 and must currently hold a valid commercial permit. Shoreside service
must have been within 10 miles of New Bedford, Cape May, or Point Pleasant, or have more than 20% of
business associated with the project area. Additionally, shoreside businesses must have the majority of their
business revenues documented in an up or downstream fishing support service. For more details about
documentation or the process, in addition to the application, please visit the compensation website. 

Additional Updates

As of August 12th, 2025, the New England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) is seeking commercial
and recreational fishermen, in addition to other stakeholders, for all of their panels, which include
groundfish, groundfish recreational, scallop, herring, monkfish, skate, whiting (small-mesh), and habitat.
Each panel is limited to 12 members and is being asked to serve a 3-year term, starting January 1, 2026, and
ending December 31, 2028. Anyone interested in serving must apply by October 3rd, 2025, including existing
advisory panel members. The application is available for download and completion on their website and
must be submitted via email or mail. For further information and instructions, please check out their website. 

Additionally, the next NEFMC meeting will take place from September 23 to 25, 2025, at the Beauport Hotel
in Gloucester, MA. If you would like more information regarding the meeting, please review their agenda.

New England Fishery Management Council seeking Advisory Panel Members

As a reminder to everyone, the Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation (CFRF) still has Rhode Island 
REMINDER: Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation’s License Plates 

Wind Farm Updates
Revolution Compensation Updates

The Revolution Compensation application has been extended; if  you haven't already done so, please submit
your application. Currently, the website has a due date of August 15th; please disregard this information.
There is no current deadline; however, individuals who believe they are eligible for compensation are
encouraged to apply as soon as possible. 

Rhode Island DEM Regulatory Workshop
The RI Department of Environmental Management recently announced that the Division of Marine
Fisheries will be holding a regulatory workshop on September 22 , looking for input on prospective
amendments. The meeting can either be attended in person at URI or via Zoom. For more information,
check out DEM’s website.

nd

Thank you to Eckland & Blando, LLP, for all your hard work and the summary of the lawsuit against Rhode
Island DEM, and thank you to the numerous vessels that financially support the case!
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Ocean State Fisherman’s Association | RI Commercial Fisherman’s Association | RI Lobstermen’s
Association | RI Shellfishermen's Association | RI Monkfishermen's Association | Point Judith Fishermen

Memorial Foundation | RI Party & Charter Boat Association | Eastern New England Scallop Association |
Pt. Judith Scholarship Foundation
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Additional Information and News

New England Community-Driven Coastal Climate Research and Solutions (3CRS)
The 3CRS team is still looking to talk with individuals who have been impacted by extreme weather or
coastal climate hazards, and specifically those who live, work, rely on, or recreate in the Port of Galilee. To
participate in the interviews, individuals must be 18 years of age or older. To learn more about the interviews
specifically, please check out their informational pamphlet. However, if you are interested in learning more
about the 3CRS project in general, please visit their website, where you can find informational videos, lesson
plans, and other resources, including a link to their storm surge data collection. 

Tides of Change: Rhode Island Coastal
Development Update

BOEM Rescinds Designated Wind Energy
Areas on the Outer Continental Shelf

 BOEM Rescinds Offshore Renewable
Energy Leasing Schedule

Proposed NOAA cuts raise concerns for
Rhode Island’s fishing industry

MLA and NEFSA Release V-
NOTCHING Awareness Campaign

GE Vernova to Pay Nantucket $10.5M for
Offshore Wind Turbine Blade Failure

Maine is struggling to find the next
generation of lobstermen. This

Northeastern student has the answer

Fishermen’s Case That Overturned
Chevron Sees Agency Rule Upheld

 Coast Guard to delay removing
navigational buoys after pushback from

marine users

EXCLUSIVE: Trump Admin Kills Massive
Offshore Wind Project

Characterizing the composition of
commercial black sea bass (Centropristis

striata) catch and discards in the Mid-
Atlantic and southern New England

regions

Nantucket officials accuse offshore wind
developer of going into hiding since Trump's

election

Check out some more information and news articles below on topics that we weren’t able to cover in this issue!

CFRF license plates available for pre-order. To complete the order, 600 orders are required per plate type.
Each plate costs $42.50, with $20 of the proceeds going to CFRF. Andrew Lloyd Goodman, an Assistant
Professor at the Community College of Rhode Island, designed the plate, which includes eight species found
in Rhode Island waters. For more information about the plates, along with mail-in and online forms, visit
CFRF’s website.
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