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Mission Statement

The Commercial Fisheries Center of Rhode Island is the home for the Ocean State's commercial fishing
community. The center was founded to preserve commercial fishing as a profession, culture, and way of life
through promoting the sustainability of the resource. Achieving true sustainability in our fisheries is a difficult
and complicated feat. But CFCRI believes in cultivating an environment of open communication and
encouraging the sharing of knowledge about our ocean and it's resources. In the pursuit of sustainable seas, our
approach is innovative, our lens is optimistic, and our goals are ambitious.

Our members believe in commercial fishing as a profession, a culture and a way of life. We seek to preserve the
sanctity of our community, the solvency of our small business and the sustainability of the fishery resource. The
Commercial Fisheries Center of Rhode Island is our headquarters to bring fishermen, scientists, managers, and
elected officials together in a collaborative effort to improve our fisheries and our understanding of the marine
environment so that the proud heritage of our industry continues nobly through future generations.

T edeg Project Updates I

Seafood Donation Program - September and October Update

The CFCRI had another two wonderful months '
for our seafood donation program. In September, g
we donated 15,509 pounds of seafood to
communities around Rhode Island. Additionally, B
as of the 29th, we donated an estimated 16,370
pounds of seafood for October. This brings our
total for 2025 up to 174,620 pounds. Thank you,
as always, to our program partners, as this would |
not be possible without your help.

Please visit our website to learn more about the
program in general or see our Five-Year Impact |
Report, which reviews all the successes. If you
would like to donate to the program, please make a
check out to the Commercial Fisheries Center of
Rhode Island and mail it to PO. Box 5161,
Wakefield, RI 02880.



Thanksgiving Food Drive

CFCRI, in partnership with the Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation (CFRF) and the Point Judith
Fishing Fleet, is hosting a Thanksgiving Nonperishable Food Drive. The drive will run from now until Friday,
November 21st, 2025. Donations from this will be split between the Jonnycake Center for Hope in Peacedale
and Westerly, and the Rhode Island Center Assisting Those In Need (RICAN) in Richmond. Donations can
be dropped off in boxes at the CFCRI & CFRF office building, East Farm Road, Building 61B, in Kingston,
or at Superior Trawl, 55 State Street, Narragansett. Additionally, any donations can be given to any CFRF
staff during November. For a complete list of needed items, please take a look at our informational flyer.

Sea to Schools Program Update

As the new school year settles in, our Sea to Schools project continues to expand. On October 16", the project
provided local monkfish sliders at the Rhode Island Healthy Schools Coalition’s annual Breakfast for School
Wellness leaders. These sliders were, in turn, transformed into Monkfish Benedict, promoting a sustainable,
healthy product for schools to serve.

eassssssssssssss \Wind Farm Updates I

Revolution Wind Compensation

The Revolution Compensation application has been extended; please submit it if you haven't already.
Currently, the website has a due date of August 15th; please disregard this information. There is no current
deadline; however, individuals who believe they are eligible for compensation are encouraged to apply as soon
as possible.

easssssssssssssssss Additional Updates I —

Public Comment Period on Offshore Wind Project-Level Monitoring Document

The Northeast Fisheries Science Center is looking for public comments on the Draft Regional Standards for
the Offshore Wind Project-Level Monitoring. The monitoring standards apply to the Mid-Atlantic Bight and
Southern New England areas of the Northeast U.S. Continental Shelf ecosystem. These programs are for

evaluating the effects of fixed-foundation offshore wind development on protected species, fisheries species,
hydrodynamics oceanography, and socio-economic conditions of the area. If you would like to provide your
feedback on the draft, please submit your comments by Monday, November 3", 2025.

Marine Resource Education Program’s Greater Atlantic Workshop
The Marine Resource Education Program (MREP) is hosting a Greater Atlantic Workshop from January
12th to 16™ at the Iris Hotel in Falmouth, MA. To attend, individuals must apply by November 10", 2025. This
workshop brings together commercial, charter, and recreational fishermen from Maine to North Carolina,
along with regional scientists and managers, hoping to equip individuals with the tools to engage in
management processes and participate in collaborative science.

If you are accepted to attend the workshop, you will be notified by phone and email in Late November.
Anyone who fishes or works in the fishing industry can participate in the workshop for free. MREP
reimburses travel costs and pays for hotel lodging and meals for accepted individuals. If you have general
questions about the program, don't hesitate to contact Sophie Swetz at sswetz@gmri.org or (207)722-2321 ext.
8104. If you want to apply for the workshop, apply as soon as possible. If you want to learn more about
MREP, please check out their website.
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DEM Survey: “Resilience of the Commercial Fishing Industry to Compounding
Climatic and Social Pressures”

The Department of Environmental Management has released a survey in partnership with the University of
Rhode Island to collect data on the state's socio-economic status of fisheries-related businesses and

commercial fishermen. They aim to utilize the information to assess the industry's vulnerability in the Port of
Galilee, help inform Rhode Island's congressional members of the industry's value, and support an economic
baseline for offshore wind compensation. Individuals must be 18 years or older to participate, and the survey
is not anonymous because the study is conducted in this way. Further details and contact information are
provided in the survey itself.

Fishing Partnership Updates

New Rhode Island Navigator
Rhode Island now has its own Navigator, Rebecca Babcock, through Fishing Partnership. Rebecca joins as
an RI health insurance certified application counselor. Raised in a Point Judith fishing family, Rebecca
brings firsthand knowledge to understanding the unique challenges fishing families face. She’s available
Monday through Friday from 9 am to 5 pm, in the same building as Superior Trawl, on the second floor
(Unit #4, 55 State Street, Narragansett). She can be reached at (401) 422 - 3401 or
rbabcock@fishingpartnership.org. With open enrollment for health insurance running from November 1,

2025, to January 31, 2026, this is a perfect time to connect with her. If you would like to learn more about
how Rebecca can help you with insurance and what other services Fishing Partnership provides throughout
the year, please check out the attached flyers.

Training Calendar
Fishing Partnership released its training schedule for the next few months. During November and December,
there are only two First Aid & CPR courses. The first training will occur on November 18th in South County,
RI, with a second scheduled on December 8" in Sandwich, MA. Additionally, on the 9th, there will be a
Community Health Day in Sandwich. All these events are free; however, individuals planning to attend are
asked to sign up so that Fishing Partnership has an accurate head count of attendees. Each event has its sign-
up, so please check the individual event on Fishing Partnership’s calendar for specific sign-up details.

Several upcoming training events are scheduled for the new year. These include additional First Aid and CPR
classes, Vessel Stability classes, Safety and Survival training, and Drill Conductor Certifications. CFCRI will
send out reminders for all these courses as their dates approach.

New England Fishery Management Council - December Meeting
The upcoming New England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) meeting will be held from December
2nd to 4th at the Newport Harbor Hotel in Newport, RI. Please see the attached three-meeting Outlook,

which includes details for this meeting, the September meeting, and the January 2026 meeting. If you want
the agenda for the December meeting, check NEFMC's website as the date approaches.

National Future Fishermen Coalition
The National Future Fishermen Coalition (NFFC) invites active fishermen to join. As a reminder, the NFFC
offers resources, support, and connections that the next-generation fishermen need to succeed in the industry.
There is an annual membership fee with three different tiers. Memberships start at $50.00. For more
information and the membership form, please visit NEFFC’s page.
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REMINDER: Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation’s License Plates
As a reminder, the Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation (CFRF) still has Rhode Island CFRF license
plates available for pre-order. To complete the order, 600 orders are required per plate type. Each plate costs
$42.50, with $20 of the proceeds going to CFRF. Andrew Lloyd Goodman, an Assistant Professor at the
Community College of Rhode Island, designed the plate, which includes eight species found in Rhode Island
waters. For more information about the plates, mail-in, and online forms, visit CER F’s website.

esseeeses Additional INformation and News s

Check out some more information and news articles below on topics that we weren’t able to cover in this issue!

U.S. Coast Guard suspends Coastal Buoy Can robots improve New England's commercial

Modernization in the Northeast fishery?

Attorney General Neronha & Attorney General

A fisherman bears witness to WHOI’s alkalinity

Tong to sue Trump Administration for stop work . . }
. P b experiment in the Gulf of Maine

order on Revolution Wind project

Turning the Tide on Green Crabs: How Teen
Fishers and Chefs Reshaped the Supply Chain
for an Invasive Species

Accelerated Gulf of Maine warming may pose a

serious threat to American lobsters

One of Long Island Sound’s most invasive species is Judge says construction of large offshore wind
appearing on dinner menus. Here’s why and where farm near Rhode Island can resume
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