
CFCRI Project Updates
Seafood Donation Program - January and February Updates

January and February have been good months for the Seafood Donation Program, with January’s donations
totaling just over 13,300 lbs. and February's totaling a little over 12,230 lbs. as of February 26th. In addition
to the donations, we have added new community partners to the program: Rykers’s Professional Services and
Helping Hands of Block Island. These new partners have helped extend our reach into Cranston and Block
Island communities, where we haven’t been able to previously. If  you would like to stay updated on the
program, make sure to check out our Instagram and Facebook for monthly updates. In addition, if  you would
like to donate to the program, you can make a check out to the Commercial Fisheries Center of Rhode Island
and mail it to P.O. Box 5161, Wakefield, RI 02880. 

https://www.instagram.com/cfcrhodeisland/
https://www.facebook.com/CFCRI.org/


Upcoming Events

Fishing Partnership has a variety of training sessions available over the next two months. If  you are
interested, please sign up on their website. Additional details are provided with each calendar event, including
the coordinating Navigator's contact information.

Fishing Partnership March and April Trainings

2026 CFCRI Apprenticeship
The application for the 2026 Commercial Fisheries Apprenticeship Program (CFAP) is now open! CFAP is a
month-long, hands-on training course that helps individuals develop the skills to start a career in the
commercial fishing industry as a new crew member. Skills include training in safety, seamanship, basic vessel
maintenance, gear design and repair, and so much more. The program begins on May 26 , and the applications
are open until April 15 . For more information about the program, including the application, please visit our
website (www.cfcri.org/apprenticeship). Also, if  previous apprentices or captains who worked with
apprentices have any constructive feedback about the program, or if  any industry members want to get
involved this year, please contact Fred Mattera.
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https://fishingpartnership.org/calendar/
https://www.cfcri.org/apprenticeship.htmlhttps:/www.cfcri.org/apprenticeship.html
https://www.cfcri.org/apprenticeship.htmlhttps:/www.cfcri.org/apprenticeship.html
http://www.cfcri.org/apprenticeship


Additional Updates

The National Future Fishermen Coalition (NFFC) invites active fishermen to join. As a reminder, the NFFC
offers resources, support, and connections that the next-generation fishermen need to succeed in the industry.
There is an annual membership fee with three different tiers. Memberships start at $50.00. For more
information and the membership form, please visit NFFC’s page.

National Future Fishermen Coalition

CFRF’s License Plates are STILL AVAILABLE!
Commercial and Combination license plates are still available for pre-order from the Commercial Fisheries
Research Foundation (CFRF) for the state of Rhode Island. At this time, however, the Passenger Plates pre-
order is closed and currently in production. If  you still want to purchase a Passenger Plate, once current
production is complete, you can order it directly through the RI DMV. 

As a reminder, each plate costs $42.50, with $20 of the proceeds going to CFRF. Andrew Lloyd Goodman, an
Assistant Professor at the Community College of Rhode Island, designed the plate, which features eight
species found in Rhode Island waters. For more information about the plates, mail-in, and online forms, visit
CFRF’s website.

Comment Period on Newport Mussel Farm
A public comment period is open until March 11th, 2026, for Newport Mussel Farm, which is seeking to
construct a commercial longline blue mussel facility. The location of the facility is estimated to be 20 nautical
miles southeast of Newport, RI, 13 nautical miles south of Westport, MA, and 9 nautical miles west-
southwest of Martha’s Vineyard. For more details, please read the Public Notice released by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. Comments may be submitted both electronically and in writing. Details on how to do
either option can be found on page 5 of the Public Notice.

The New England Young Fishermen’s Alliance is accepting applications for its free nine-month Deckhand to
Captain Training. This program is designed for fishermen looking to advance their careers and become
Owner-Operators. Applications close April 1 , 2026. For more details about the program, including the
application link, please visit their website.
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New England Young Fishermen’s Alliance’s 2026 Deckhand to Captain
Training Program

The New England Fishery Management Council is holding its April meeting from April 14  to April 16  in
Portland, ME. The full agenda has not been released yet; however, the three-meeting outlooks covering the
December 2025, January 2026, and April 2026 meetings are available.

th th
New England Fishery Management Council – April Meeting

https://nationalfuturefishermen.org/
https://www.cfrfoundation.org/cfrf-license-plate
https://www.cfrfoundation.org/cfrf-license-plate
https://publibrary.sec.usace.army.mil/api/download?id=704f92c7-d6c6-407c-c689-cd51e2a99d15&filename=NAE-2025-01715-20260209-PublicNotice.pdf&token=&preview=true
https://www.neyoungfishermen.org/general-1
https://d23h0vhsm26o6d.cloudfront.net/ThreeMeetingOutlook-Planning-Update-10-28-25.pdf
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